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J&A RACING CELEBRATES YOUNG ARTIST AS WINNER OF 2026 OPERATION SMILE FINAL MILE 
ART CONTEST POWERED BY DOMINION ENERGY 

Virginia Beach, VA – February 13, 2026 – J&A Racing announced earlier this month that Priyasha, a third-grade student 
from Virginia Beach’s Old Donation School, as the winner of the 2026 Operation Smile Final Mile Art Contest powered by 
Dominion Energy. Her original artwork was selected from more than 270 student submissions and will be featured on 
5,000 event shirts for this year’s Operation Smile Shamrock Final Mile. 

The annual art contest invites elementary students to submit designs that capture the spirit of the Final Mile—
celebrating fitness, achievement, and community. This year’s overwhelming response reflects the continued support of 
local educators and administrators who champion youth creativity and wellness. 

Priyasha’s winning design will be worn by thousands of young participants during the Operation Smile Shamrock Final 
Mile which takes place during Yuengling Shamrock Marathon Weekend. In addition to the grand prize winner, 20 
runner-up artists will have their work displayed along the full marathon & half marathon racecourse, offering 
encouragement. 

“As parents, seeing Priyasha’s creativity recognized has been incredibly special for our family,” said Priyam Sengupta, 
Priyasha’s father. “We’re so grateful to J&A Racing, Old Donation School and the community for encouraging young 
artists and celebrating their passions.” More of Priyasha’s artwork can be viewed on her parent-managed Instagram 
page at @priyashasengupta. 

Lori Cooper, Director of Youth Fitness at J&A Racing says ““We were blown away by the creativity of this year’s 270+ 
submissions. Priyasha’s winning design perfectly captures the joy and pride of the Final Mile, and we’re thrilled for 
thousands of young runners to wear her artwork. Thank you to every student, school, and Dominion Energy for making 
this contest such a success.” 

The Yuengling Shamrock Marathon Weekend will take place March 20-22, 2026. The weekend features the Yuengling 
Shamrock Marathon, Sentara Shamrock Half Marathon, TowneBank Shamrock 8K, Operation Smile Shamrock Final Mile 
and the Leprechaun Dash for children. For more information, please visit shamrockmarathon.com 

ATTACHMENT:IMAGES 

Photo Credit: J&A Racing. 

__ 

mailto:james@jandaracing.com
https://www.shamrockmarathon.com/


About J&A Racing 
J&A Racing is a nationally recognized race management company based in Virginia Beach, Virginia. With a 
portfolio of 9 events, J&A Racing’s mission is to promote and support healthy lifestyles and the sport of 
running through all stages of life. Since 2003 when J&A Racing owners, Amy and Jerry Frostick, took over the 
Shamrock Sportsfest, the Yuengling Shamrock Marathon Weekend has become one of the most popular 
running events in the country. Additionally, J&A Racing organizes the ADP Corporate 5K; the Getem Services 
Big Blue 5K; Virginia Beach 10 Miler and 5K; Sentara Crawlin' Crab Half Marathon & 5K; Wicked 10K & 5K; the 
Chartway Norfolk Harbor Half Marathon, 10K & 5K; the BayPort Credit Union Surf-N-Santa 5 Miler; and the 
Sun Up to Sun Down 50K. For more information on J&A Racing’s events, visit jandaracing.com.  
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